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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY CLINTON 

  

Earthquake in Christchurch 

 

 

I am deeply saddened by the news that a second major earthquake in 6 months has struck 

Christchurch.  On behalf of President Obama and the people of the United States, I send our 

sincere condolences and sympathy to the people of New Zealand.   

 

When the earthquake struck, American and Kiwi officials were in the middle of a meeting in 

Christchurch, discussing plans to further develop and expand the broad partnership between our 

nations.  

 

The United States stands ready to provide assistance to the government of New Zealand and to 

the brave people of Christchurch. Our long history of friendship and mutual support in times of 

need is an example of our enduring bond.  

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with everyone affected by this terrible tragedy, especially the 

families of the victims, and with all the people of New Zealand.      
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